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Mid Morning - The campaigns suffer through a few 
tense hours as more precise numbers come from Ohio.  
An announcement �nally comes that John Kerry has 
called George Bush to concede the election.  Kerry can-
not overcome the mathematics working against him.  
The nation makes a collective exhale, the specter of law-
suits and divisive court decisions has been averted.  The 
Bush family and campaign staff can show their exuber-
ance at the President�s re-election, emotion that they 
had to hold in check during the long night.

President Bush has many reasons for enthusiasm today.  
Record numbers of Americans voted.  President Bush 
makes a strong showing across the nation; he leads in 
the popular vote by more than 3.5 million votes and he 
received 51% of the total votes.  No candidate for Presi-
dent has received a majority of the popular vote since 
the �rst George Bush in 1988.   This popular victory 
bodes well for George W.�s ability to govern effectively 
during his second term in of�ce, as it shows he has 
gained broad support in the electorate as a whole.

To make matters even better for the President, the 
Republicans have held their majority positions in both 
houses of Congress, and even expanded those majori-
ties.  In the House of Representatives, Republicans look 
to gain at least three seats.  In the Senate, the GOP will 
improve on their current 51-49 majority by picking up 
four seats � making the Republican margin 55-45.   Of 
note, Barack Obama (D) of Illinois is the only African 
�American elected to the Senate in this term.   Mel 
Martinez (R) of Florida holds on in a tight race to be-
come the �rst Cuban-American elected to the Senate.  

Mid Day November 3  - The candidates and their run-
ning mates deliver concession and acceptance speeches 
to the nation.  The speeches are gracious and promise 
cooperation in uniting a divided country and reaching 

across party lines to get to the work of the nation.  A 
few highlights:

John Kerry:  �The outcome should be decided by voters, 
not by a protracted legal process.�  �We talked about the 
danger of division in our country and the need, the des-
perate need for unity, for �nding the common ground��

George Bush: �Voters turned out in record numbers 
and delivered an historic victory.� �I am humbled by the 
trust.�  �We have one country; one Constitution, and 
one future binds us.�

THE RESULTS:  
Who Supported the Candidates?

Extensive survey data is collected on election day 
from voters across the country.  This data, called exit 
polls, provides the campaigns, media, and interested 
Americans with important information on the election.  
From exit polling, we can examine what issues or can-
didate qualities were pivotal for voters, as well as who 
voted and in what numbers.  In this election, the exit 
polls showed that voting patterns generally followed 
expected trends, but also presented some real surprises.  

In general, John Kerry received support from: females, 
non-whites particularly African-Americans, young 
people age 18-29, people with family income under 
$50,000, union members, �rst time voters, non-re-
ligious people, Jewish voters, people who identify 
themselves as gay or lesbian, and people who identify 
themselves as liberal or moderate.

George W. Bush gained support from the following 
groups: males, whites, people age 60 or older, people 
with family income over $50,000, Protestant and other 
Christians, military personnel, married people with 
children, gun owners, people who attend church at 
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Early Morning November 3, 2004 �At this writing, the votes are cast, the polls are closed, 

counting continues � and the nation looks to one state as the Presidential election hangs in the balance.  This 

time it is not Florida captivating the eyes of the electorate and the world, but the Buckeye state of Ohio, 

carrying 20 very important electoral votes.  Whoever wins Ohio will achieve the required 270 electoral votes 

to win the presidency.   Campaign workers, media personnel and party faithful have watched through the 

night as another close electoral election unfolds.  President Bush maintains a lead of about 140,000 votes in 

Ohio � a lead that is expected to hold even as provisional ballots are veri�ed and counted, and as overseas 

ballots come in.      
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least once a week, and people who identify themselves 
as conservative.

This year was touted as the �breakout year� for the young 
voter, ages 18-24.  Extensive campaigning and registra-
tion on college campuses raised hopes that young people 
would vote in record numbers.  Rock stars and other ce-
lebrities pushed students and young people with slogans 
like �Vote or Die�.  The young vote was expected to help 
John Kerry and Democrats in general.  Although more 
young people did vote in absolute numbers, all other 
age groups also increased their voting rates, resulting in 
young voters having the same percentage of total votes 
as in past elections.  The majority of 18-24 year olds did 
vote for Kerry but not in high enough numbers to swing 
additional states his way.

One key to President Bush�s success was that relative 
to the 2000 election, he found greater support among 
groups that overall still supported Kerry, including 
Hispanics, African Americans, women and Jews.  Bush�s 
Hispanic vote increased from 35% in 2000 to 42% in 
2004.  Where Bush earned the majority of voter sup-
port, he was very strong.  Bush received 60% to 80% 
of groups concerned about moral issues, including 
Evangelical Christians, and people attending religious 
services on a regular basis.     Evangelical Christians 
voted in very high numbers, and may have accounted 
for up to one third of the total vote.   

ANALYSIS:  
Issues and Candidate Qualities

In the exit polls, voters were asked, �Which one issue 
mattered most in deciding how you voted for President?�
Voter-ranked Issues                                  Voter Preference  
1) Moral values  				    Bush
2) Economy/jobs				    Kerry
3) Terrorism    					     Bush
4) Iraq						      Kerry
5) Health Care					     Kerry
6) Taxes						     Bush
7) Education					     Kerry

Young voters from 18-24 years of age ranked the issues 
that most affected their vote the same as the overall 
population.     The number one ranking of moral vales 
was surprising to election watchers.  The primary moral 
issues discussed in the election were gay marriage and 
abortion.  Voters who identi�ed most strongly with 
moral values or terrorism voted overwhelmingly for 
Bush.  Voters who were most concerned about the 

economy or Iraq voted overwhelmingly for Kerry.  
Health care and education voters went for Kerry as well.  
Tax voters went for Bush. 

Voters responded to another question, �Which candi-
date quality mattered most in deciding how you voted 
for President?�
Ranking of Candidate Qualities	           Voter Preference
1) He will bring about needed change.		  Kerry
2) He is a strong leader.				    Bush
2) (tie) He has clear stands on the issues.		 Bush
4) He is honest and trustworthy.			  Bush
5) He cares about people like me.		  Kerry
6) He has strong religious faith.			   Bush
7) He is intelligent.				    Kerry

These answers reveal a great deal about the divide in the 
American electorate.  A great number of votes for Kerry 
were in effect anti-Bush votes, a call for change.  Bush�s 
support, conversely, came from people who see him as 
a strong leader.  Bush and Kerry contrasted on style as 
much as substance.  The straightforward, unbending style 
of the President is very different from the nuanced, more 
complex style of Kerry.  Voters obviously responded to the 
clarity of Bush�s positions.

ELECTION MISSCELLANEOUS  

Voter response to moral issues was also apparent in 
11 states where Constitutional amendments to ban 
same-sex marriage were approved by large margins.  
In other words, voters af�rmed their belief that �mar-
riage� should only take place between one man and 
one woman.

Californians passed a measure that provides $300 mil-
lion annually for stem cell research.  Governor Schwar-
zenegger was a proponent of this measure.

Voters in Colorado denied a provision to change the 
�winner-takes-all� system for distributing the state�s 9 
electoral votes.  The provision called for the distribu-
tion of electoral votes in proportion to the state�s popu-
lar vote.  (For example, in this election Bush would 
have received 5 and Kerry 4.)

Arizonans passed a measure requiring proof of citi-
zenship when applying for voter registration.  It also 
directs state and local governments to check for proof 
of citizenship and immigration status when applicants 
seek state and local bene�ts.  Montanans approved the 
medicinal use of marijuana. 
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ELECTORAL COLLEGE  

This institution by which we elect our President is 
responsible for some controversial election results in 
our history.  Remember that in the 2000 election, Al 
Gore received more popular votes but after extensive 
litigation in Florida and a Supreme Court decision, 
George W. Bush received the most electoral votes.     
Happily for the nation as a whole, this election was 
decisive in that the electoral votes did re�ect the 
popular vote.  

CONCLUSION

On Nov. 2 citizens from all walks of life exercised 
their right to vote for our nation�s political leaders � a 
privilege that was won by the blood of revolutionar-
ies, and won by the impassioned demands of groups 
who were excluded from voting for many years.  The 
response of 114 million Americans this year in a 
decision to cast a vote, from abroad, from military 
posts, from college campuses, and here on our soil, is 
unprecedented.  Never have so many people request-
ed absentee ballots, cast provisional ballots, and voted 
early.  Never have lines at polling places been so long, 
nor have citizens ever stood until 4 a.m. to cast their 
ballot.  By this citizen participation, by the freedom 
of expression during the campaign, and by the civility 
displayed in a peaceful transition in leadership, we 
can say that our ongoing �experiment in democracy� 
is healthy and functioning.  n

Notes

Vocabulary

Electorate � The body of persons entitled to vote in an election. 
Provisional Ballots � A ballot accepted or adopted tentatively, to be veri�ed and counted at a later time.  
Specter � an object or source of dread. 
Exuberance � Uninhibited enthusiasm.
Concession � To acknowledge an opponent�s victory before it is of�cially established.
Mandate � A command or authorization to act i a particular way given by the electorate to its representative.
Nuanced � A slight degree of difference between nearly identical things or ideas.
Exit Polls � A survey taken of a small percentage of voters as they leave the voting place, especially to forecast election results.
Evangelical � Belonging to or designating Christian churches that emphasize the authority of the Scriptures and stress personal 
conversion through faith in Christ.
Stem Cell � Human cells that upon division replaces its own numbers and also gives rise to cells that differentiate further into more 
specialized types, subject of intensive research in the search for cures to various diseasese.
Litigation � To bring a lawsuit.
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Teacher’s  Guide

Lesson Goals
	Help students understand the major 
issues and personality traits voters 
focused on in determining their vote 
for president      

	Inform students of any signi�cant 
differences in voting patterns based 
on age, religion, gender, ethnicity 
and race.  Provide a special focus on 
young voters, ages 18-29   

	Outline for students the role of 
the electoral college in electing the 
president 

	Provide an overview of the 
congressional elections and other 
referendums   

This lesson has one part including 
student text, discussion questions, and 
writing assignment. 
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Discussion Question Options 
1.	 Why do you think voter turnout was at the highest levels in our history?  What 

speci�c factors prompted citizens to vote in this particular election?

2.	 Let�s answer each of the two exit poll questions included in this article.  We will 
then count and summarize our class responses.   
How do our responses differ from those of the nation as a whole?  What accounts 
for these differences?          

3.	 If you were just elected President, what would you do to heal the divisions in the 
nation?  What do you think are the highest priorities to be addressed in the near term?

4.	 What factors might motivate young people to vote or participate in the political 
process in some way?  Do you think celebrity endorsements are effective?  What 
about �get out the vote campaigns� aimed at young people?  What about other 
in�uences such as, parents, teachers, peers?  Will you vote when you turn 18 � why 
or why not?  

5.	 Challenge: Why might we still call our system of government an �experiment in 
democracy�?  (Hint: Think of the many changes since the time of our nation�s 
founding  - social, technological, global interconnectivity, population, economic.  How 
do some of these factors effect our democratic institutions and habits?) 

6.	 President Bush and Senator Kerry stressed the importance of unity following the 
election and working together to address our nation�s challenges.  The Vice Presidential 
candidates Edwards and Cheney gave speeches that stressed other messages: 

	  John Edwards:  �Because every vote matters in our America.  And we will honor 	
each one of you who stood with us and who stood in line to change your 	 country�
And we won�t stop �ghting for you when this campaign ends.�

	 Dick Cheney:  The largest number of people voted in history.  The President�s 	
win by 3.5 million votes is a �mandate� for his second term and for the future.

 
  	 What is the tone of each speaker and what is the underlying message they are 	

trying to convey to the American public, to Congress, or to the opposing party?  	
What does Cheney mean when he says the President has a mandate?  Do you 	
agree?

 
Writing Suggestion 
A.	If you were voting today, write about the three issues that you think would be 

most important in deciding your vote.  Explain in you essay why you choose 
each issue, which candidate you think offers the best proposals for each issue, 
and �nally why you think your top ranked issue is most important.

Extended Learning Suggestions 
A. Afghanistan � On Nov. 2 Hamid Karzai was of�cially named the elected 
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President in a nation conducting its �rst democratic 
elections.  8.2 million voters cast ballots in Afghanistan 
with 4.2 million (55%) going for Karzai.  There were 18 
candidates on the ballot this year; one was a woman.  

Election background: 
Women voted independently in Afghanistan, after 

living voiceless and oppressed for years.  Until recent 
liberations, women had little or no education or 
employment.  Afghanistan remains a fractured country, 
divided by tribal leaders and warlords.  Karzai has to 
forge a careful balance to control these regional chiefs.  

When 75% of the Afghan population chose to vote, they did 
so despite death threats from tribal leaders and violence 
from terrorists.  Before the election, dozens of Afghan 
citizens were killed by terrorists for simply registering 
to vote.  International election monitors and organizers 
have been killed and kidnapped.  Despite the violence and 
threats, Afghans and international observers succeeded in 
holding their nations �rst free election.  

Discussion
What do you think motivated the Afghan people and 

the international volunteers to take on such risk in 
organizing and participating in their nation�s election?  
What speci�c virtues did they display, and what speci�c 
values are they seeking?  

http://www.elections-afghanistan.org.af/main.html

B.	The Electoral College 
The electoral college was one of the many compromises 
written into the Constitution of the U.S. in 1787.  The 
framers devised an indirect system of voting for the 
President for a number of reasons.  The idea was that 
electors, people considered wise and having knowledge of 
different political �gures from across the country, would 
choose the President and Vice President.  Remember, 
back then there were no political parties to promote a 
candidate, no mass communications to bring the image or 
voice of a candidate to far-�ung parts of the country.  The 
framers thought that the people directly would only know 
candidates from their home state or locality.  By giving 
authority to electors to choose, they hoped a candidate 
would emerge to bene�t the country as a whole.  In 
addition, the framers wanted to protect the choosing of a 
President from the �popular passions� that could arise in 
various states. There had been some popular uprisings in 
1786 over monetary issues.  Hence, many of the framers 
distrusted direct democracy in the early days of our nation.
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Today, electors are pledged ahead of time to a particular 
candidate.  So, when a person votes for the President, 
that vote is technically for the electors pledged to that 
candidate.  There are 538 electoral votes, each state has 
the combined number of Senators and Representatives, 
100 and 435 at this time.  (The District of Columbia 
has 3, as provided in the Twenty-third Amendment to 
the Constitution.)  To become President, a candidate 
must receive an absolute majority of electoral votes, the 
magic number in 270.   

The electors from each state meet in their State capitals in 
mid December and con�rm the popular vote by casting 
their electoral votes.  In all but 2 states (Maine and 
Nebraska), the electoral system is winner-takes-all.  For 
example, even if the race is very close in Ohio, only one 
candidate gets all 20 of Ohio�s electoral votes.  These 
electoral votes are transmitted to the U.S. Senate where 
they are opened on January 6.   If no candidate receives 
a majority of votes, the House of Representatives selects 
the President from among the top three candidates 
with each state casting one vote.

The new President is sworn in to of�ce on Inauguration 
Day, January 20.

Research the modern day pros and cons of the electoral 
college.  As a class, or in small groups make a list of these 
arguments for and against.  Debate whether the country 
should pursue reforms or changes in the electoral college 
before the next Presidential election in four years.  Which 
arguments do you think are strongest?

http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/case/3pt/electoral.html
http://www.fec.gov/pages/ecworks.htm

Other Links 
Exit Polls  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5297138

Youth Votes 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6395182/?GT1=5809


